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50 EILEEM PADBERG, A 35-YEAR POLITICAL
consultant and corporate strategist, ocea-
sional columnist for OC METRO Magazine,
and an cutspoken advocate for what she
believes is right, has found & home in the
Green Zone - that tightly guarded space in
Baghdad that is slightly safer than hell,

She is there to help women succeed in
the business of lrag. Wrote the Los Angeles
Times' Dana Parsons: "Doing & job like that
in America might be rewarding; doingitin
Irag might be historic”

Padberg, 6o, in interviews via e-mail,
makes this observation: “When we travel,
we travel by C-1300r by Black Hawk heli-
copters. [ am so amazed that, not only do
all those people — the military escorts - put
their lives on the line for me, but on the
helicopter there are always these very young
soldiers stationead at the doors...protect-
ing us from someone on the ground who
doesn't even know me, but who wants
kill me. It is incredible”

Padberg’s adventure began when a friend
and colleague, Sara Katz, called and sug-
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bosses: That continuing education and the
scent of opportunity are key.

Padberg and Naama have helped wormen
business owners leamn the aspects of the
bidding process. From one construction
conference in Movember in Baghdad, two
WIOITIETL Won contracts. As of early Februany
four wormen-owned businesses had eamed
significant contracts and more than & dozen

gested that she help write a plan to involve
Iragi women in the reconstruction process,
“The proposal would be part of the bigger
proposal of managing the water
sector reconstruction funds."Then
she was asked if she would be inter-
ested in going to Irag to implement
the program.

Padhberg paused. "I had great
clients, I had just bought a huge new
house and T had just moved my office
intc my house. 1 don’t know what |
was thinking, For whatever reason,
I was at a point in my life where I
needed a new challenge,

“I figured, "What the hell ™

The paid assignment had a fam-
iliar ring: "1 had been working on
behalf of equality for women for
years, | really thought that this would
be the ultdmate challenge and itis"

With either khakis or jeans on
and the sounds of war echoing,
Padberg bears down in an inhos-
pitable place, with a seemingly

waomen had landed career-building jobs.

Padberg works 72 hours o week; she
walks home at nighl with- two ammed escorts
and a bulletproof vest,

The-drive for equality often must conie
from the soul. It is probably the best explan
ation for Padberg's sojourn 1o a place that
iz both bodling over and onein which wornen
need a future voice, The recent Iragi election
was nice, but what about the women? Says

Her brother died in
Family that includes two nieces, 24 and 34, of Las
Vagos,

impossible goal: “Each and every
day I wake up and figure out
how I can move forward, even
ifitis aninch at a time.” She is
working with an Iragi American,
Esra Maama; the two are among
four women who share a tiny
trailer with a really tiny bath-
[OOTIL
The good news is that Iragi
women have had the apportun-
ity to be well-educated, though
the Iran-Iraqg war was a setback
{leaving thousands of families
without a husband-father), as
well as 11.5: sanctions and now
war, Women, Padberg explains,
had to look for jobs, not careers.
However, many work in govern-
ment positions; the government
oversees the nation's utilities.
Some j0% of the Ministry of
Municipality and Public Works
are women; some 10% of the
employees of the Ministry of Water Resources
are women. It was a starting point, in part
to move those women already employed
up the ladder, with some going into super-
visory roles: Padberg helps recruit women
to attend, for example, engineering training
seminars, despite the reluctance of their
CONTINUED ON PAGE 50
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Padberg owns Eileen E. Padberg Consulting, basad
in Lesguna Miguel. However, she has been'in Irag
‘since last June under o one-year contract with &
San Diego firm. Her job: to help Iraqi women get
their fair share of postwar reconsiruction projects.

Laguna Migusl

i = she now heads a

Stu Spencer, a mentor and friend
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"De net fuke ne for an answer and do not let any-
ane or anything slow you down. Den't give up.”

www.ocmetro.com

Padberg: I believe so strongly that unless
we can help the Iraqi women get a stake
in the economy. democracy won't have a
chance."

In real time, she writes: “Stuff is hap-
pening on the outside of the building - six
big explosions just happened, car bombs
and mortars. [t will be rough today and
tonight..."

—By Craig Reem



